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Miniature fireplace

The fireplace is no doubt 
the heart of the home. 
A source of warmth, 

a gathering place for fam-
ily, and at one time used for 
cooking and baking. Whether 
highly ornate or simple and 
rustic, a fireplace continues 
to be a source of warmth and 
comfort in the home, even in 
a very small home.

Although Chris special-
izes in making miniature 
fireplaces, he also enjoys 
making the occasional house 
or room box. The making 
of miniatures all started for 
Chris when a friend asked 
him to make a dollhouse for 
them. Before that he was 
focused on making miniature 
military models.

the mini home
The heart of

Chris Brooking brings warmth to the 
wonderful world of miniatures with 
every fine crafted fireplace he constructs.

With a full-time job as a 
warehouse supervisor there 
is little time to give to min-
iatures so, when he can, he 
creates in the evenings or on 
the weekends. 

“My workplace is my world 
of fantasy where I escape to; 
it allows me to go to places 

“his workspace may be 
a cold garage, but Chris 
manages to add a touch 
of warmth to every 
fireplace he creates.”

Above: A 1:12-scale Tudor period 
plastered open fireplace with side 
grill/curing rack and log store.
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that normally only exist 
in my head, when in 
reality it’s a corner of  
a garage that’s attached 
to the house. It’s also  
a mess and very cold  
in the winter.”

His workspace may be 
a cold garage, but Chris 

manages to add a touch of 
warmth to every fireplace he 
creates. He lives in a coastal 
town in the UK which comes 
alive in the summer, not to 
mention it is nice and warm 
in the garage that time of 
year. No matter what the 
season, every morning Chris is 
awakened by the loud snores 
coming from his lovely golden 
retriever, Charlie.

The majority of his fire-
places are from the Tudor 

period. In fact, we asked him 
if he could travel back in 
time, where he would go and 
he answered, “Around the 
medieval/Tudor time would 
be great to visit. As long I had 
all the jabs and stayed clear of 
the plague! It would be inter-
esting to see how the ordinary 
common people lived rather 
then royalty, which is all you 
see on the television.”

Chris’ favorite tool at the 
moment is a little model 
makers’ band saw that he 
purchased online. It saves him 
a lot of valuable production 
time, which at the moment is 
important because his online 
sales have been building up. 

“Chris’ favorite tool at the 
moment is a little model 
makers’ band saw that he 
purchased online. it saves 
him a lot of valuable 
production time.”

Above: This field stone based 
Medieval style fireplace is 
complete with a side counter 
and chimney stack. 

Left: A rustic stoned built 
medieval cottage fireplace.
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“Time is the most difficult 
thing to manage in regards 
to making miniatures. There 
are so many differ-
ent ideas and things 
to make, but only 
having time to work 
in the evening is a 
problem.”

Much of his inspi-
ration comes from 
random things like 
photos that he comes 
across in magazines, 
books, or even on 
television. He also 
likes to visit histori-

cal houses such as his favorite 
place to go, Hampton Court in 
the UK. 

“Miniatures are just fun no 
matter what scale or size, the 
most pleasurable thing for me 

is creating something 
from nothing using 
scrap, recycled wood, 
and even old paint.  
If you can make some-
thing from nothing and 
have fun in showing it 
off then that’s a great 
feeling.”

Chris plans on 
continuing to make 
miniatures and to keep 
selling them online via 
Etsy and eBay. 

A field stone 
based, small 
country cottage 
fireplace.

This red brick Colonial style walk in fireplace is fully 
lit and has a non-opening handmade oven door.
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Fireplace history
Ancient fire pits were built in 
the center of the room. This 
allowed a larger number of 
people to warm themselves 
around it. The smoke would 
then escape through a hole in 
the ceiling.

Approximately a thousand 
years later, when two-story 
buildings became popular, the 
fireplace was positioned to the 
outside wall. 

Building a fire in the middle 
of a wood floor on the second 
story would be too danger-
ous, so it was easier to set the 
fireplace and chimney structure 
off to the side.

These earlier 1500’s designs 
vented horizontally and smoke 
would often get blown into the 
room. Soon after, the chimney 
was invented. By venting the 
fireplace upwards a draft was 

created, which drew the smoke 
up and out. At this point archi-
tects began examining fireplace 
design and architecture more 
seriously.

Benjamin Franklin invented 
the Franklin stove in the 
1740s. His stove placed the 
heat source at the center of 
the room once again. Soon 
after, the Franklin stove’s 
flaw was corrected by David 
Rittenhouse—who was also 
from Philadelphia. He added 
an L-shaped stovepipe into the 
stove. This resulted in moving 
some air through the fire and 
then out through the chimney. 
During the industrial revolution 
the popularity and mainstream-
ing of fireplaces increased 
because of the rise in housing 
developments, which in turn 
standardized the fireplace. 

By the 1800s, the fireplace’s 

fundamental structure was  
established. The structure 
at this point in history was 
composed of the insert and 
the surround. The insert is 
where objects are burned, 
while the surround consists 
of the fireplace’s sides and 
mantle, which was made from 
wood. The Victorian era even 
regarded fireplaces as adding a 
touch of class to homes.

In the middle of the 20th cen-
tury, the fireplace’s use changed 
when central heating became 
the main source of heat. As a 
result, fireplaces became more 
decorative rather than neces-
sary. The fireplace has since 
become more of a focal point 
for social gatherings.

Above: An English Tudor room box 
with a small lit fireplace, featuring 
an cupboard door that opens.
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